
 

 

Friday 22nd May 2026 

 

Dear Ossie’s Families,  

 
Our focus this week is on journeying as a community.  At Ossie’s we often talk about the importance of our           

community feeling a sense of belonging within the school.  Having worked at the school for over a decade now, I   

certainly feel like a true ‘Ossie’ and would hope that each of our students feels that too.  We have reflected in      

worship this week on the feeling of belonging as we journey as a community and have been lucky enough to see 

some of our very own Ossie’s feature in a video from the Diocese of Salisbury about what belonging means to them.  

I’m sure this will be available for a wider audience very soon. 

Alongside this we have looked forward, towards Pentecost, the birth of the Christian Church after Jesus ascended to 

heaven and the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples.  This birth of a community that turned out to be something 

incredible reminds me a little of the special community that we have here at St Osmund’s.   

Having surpassed themselves last week with their focus and hard work during SATs week, Year 6 have continued to 

excel themselves during Writing Week this week.  Having the opportunity to ‘just write’ and to spend a sustained 

amount of time working on and publishing pieces has produced the most incredible outcomes.  We are so proud of 

each and every one of them.  They thoroughly deserve a restful and relaxing half term break.   

As we look toward the next, and final, half term of the year, we have so much to look forward to: Enrichment Week, 

Leaver’s Events and Transfer Day.  Year 8 get to reflect on their time with us straight after half term with their Retreat 

Days.  These are a unique and special part of our offer as a Church of England Middle School and a key part of the 

transition process.  

Today we have seen our students come to school in their own clothes from home in return for bringing a donation 

for Ossie’s Fest.  It is lovely to see them in their own outfits, especially on this last day before the half term break. I, 

for one, love the chance to come to school in my jeans!  Ossie’s Fest will take place on the first Friday back.  This is a 

real community event and we look forward to seeing so many of you.  Get your tickets in advance if possible to save 

money!  If you are able to help behind the scenes with setting up, running stalls or taking down, it’s not too late.  

Contact Frossies@stosmunds.wessex.ac  

 
The sun is shining and the half term break is upon us.  The good weather looks to 

continue into next week and I can’t wait to hear what our Ossie’s have been up to 

when they return on the 1st June. 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

Mrs Claire Minhinnick (Assistant head Teacher) 

 

mailto:Frossies@stosmunds.wessex.ac


 

Monday 25th May— Friday 29th May—HALF TERM 

Monday 1st June— Back to school 

Wednesday 3rd & Thursday 4th June—Year 8 Retreat Day—details to 

follow 

Friday 5th June—Ossie’s Fest 

Tuesday 16th & Thursday 18th June—Year 7 Coastal Trip—letter to follow 

Monday 29th June—Friday 3rd July—Enrichment Week 

Tuesday 7th July—Transition Day 

Wednesday 8th July— Ossies Games—more details to follow 

Thursday 16th July—Year 8 Leavers’ Picnic—more details to follow 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

ENRICHMENT WEEK 

Watch this space for Enrichment Week updates! We will be adding to this section over 
the next few weeks to remind you of any action you may need to take. 
Things To Do: 

• Check you child’s medical and dietary requirements are correct on Arbor. You can 

find these on the main menu under ‘profile’, dietary requirements / medical         

conditions. 

• Upload a copy of your child’s passport and GHIC card (Paris trip) as per the letter 

sent to you on Monday 9th March. 

• Following the information evenings, the Rockley and Mendip presentations have 

been added to the school website. 

Please note that there will be no wraparound care during Enrichment Week. 



OSSIE’S OPPORTUNITIES 

  LUNCH  AFTER SCHOOL   

M
O
N
D
A 
Y  

Zoneball – KS2 –WDA – Sports Centre  

Zoneball – KS3 – WDA – Sports Centre  

  
Wonderland Rehearsals – All Years – SSH – Small Hall  

Art Club – KS3 – SST – Art Room  
Dodgeball – KS3 – WDA – Sports Centre  

Rounders – KS2 – ERE, JHA – Field  
Softball – KS3 – DKI - Field  

T 
U 
E 
S 
D
A 
Y  

                   OCAG – KS3 – HMU – Rm 20  

                   OCAG – KS2 – SCA – Rm 11  

               Art Club – Year 6 – SST – Art Room  

Street Soccer – KS2 – WDA – Sports Centre   
Street Soccer – KS3 - WDA – Sports Centre   

Rock & Pop Club – All Years – SSH – Music Room   

Athletics – All Years – DKI, ERE, WDA, JHA - Field  

W
E 
D 
S  

Basketball – KS2 – WDA – Sports Centre  
Basketball – KS3 - WDA – Sports Centre    

Creative Writing – KS2 – Room 11  

    
Pickleball – All Years – Sign up required   

Tennis – KS3 - ERE – Top Courts   
Creative Writing Club – INVITE ONLY - Library    

 

T 
H
U
R 
S 
D 
A 
Y  

Computer Club – KS2 – LPI – ICT Room   

KS3 OCAG Energy Savers – HMU – Rm 20  

Street Soccer – KS2 – WDA – Sports Centre    
GIRLS Street Soccer – KS3 - WDA – Sports Centre    

2.45 - 3.15pm - Concert Band—KS3—SSH—Music—
 INVITE ONLY  

  Gardening Club – All Years – Outside room 3 - (sign up 
with Miss Pike first before attending)  

Rounders – KS3 – DRO – Field  
Cricket – KS3 –GBI – Field  

Tennis – KS2 – WDA – Top Courts  
Volleyball – KS3 – AMI – Sports Hall  
Coding Club – GOT, LFO, ICT Room  

Chess Club – INVITE ONLY – CMI - Library  
Wonderland Rehearsals – All Years – SSH – Small Hall 

F 
R 
I 
D 
A 
Y  

Zone ball – KS2 – WDA – Sports Centre  
Badminton – KS3 – WDA – Sports Centre  

    
    

Badminton – Year 8 – CURRENTLY FULL   
   
    
  



OCAG DONATIONS 

 

OCAG  are looking for donations of cardboard and scrap fabric to make bookmarks for     

Ossie’s Fest. If you can help, please  send donations to the school office for Miss Carney. 

WRAPAROUND CARE 

 

Please note there will be no wraparound care provided during Enrichment Week,    

Monday 29th June—Friday 3rd July (inclusive). 

2027 SKI TRIP—PLACES STILL AVAILABLE 

There are 5 spaces left for the 2027 Ski Trip. This trip is open to anyone who will be in Year 

8 from September. If you would like more information, please email 

trips@stosmunds.wessex.ac  

WOW Youth Musical Theatre is inviting boys in Years 8–12 to join us for a free musical   
theatre workshop inspired by our upcoming production of We Will Rock You. 
 
This session aims to encourage more boys to get involved in singing, acting and performing 
in a fun, supportive environment. 
 
 Sunday 31 May 
 2:00pm–3:30pm 
 WOW Studio, Weymouth. FREE to attend 
 
No previous experience or preparation needed. 
There may also be an opportunity for selected participants to be invited to join WOW's   
November production of We Will Rock You. 
 
Book your free place now: 
https://www.wowyouththeatre.org.uk/.../we-will-rock-you.../ 

WE WILL ROCK YOU BOYS WORKSHOP—FREE 

https://www.wowyouththeatre.org.uk/whats-on/we-will-rock-you-boys-workshop/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwQ1ZrV1FsZGp1WE9aT1FaRnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6rD0kr2ioht_cDIJ29MVjQJlunNi-5Pn-p8uF243wuUacTfucJNVS0PmnNUA_aem_PZgqDHPsHCQZI37XLiDIQg


Changes to Free School Meals 

From September 2026, the government has expanded Free School Meals (FSM), so that 

children in households that claim Universal Credit (UC) will all be eligible (as well as people 

still in receipt of some other benefits). Previously, your annual household income 

(excluding benefits) had to be under £7,400 for you to be eligible for FSM. This is a major 

change that will help a lot of families. All students who are eligible for FSM, will receive a 

wholesome hot lunch provided by Local Food Links. 

We will be writing to you all after half-term with more information about FSM, and details 

of how to apply once Dorset Council have confirmed the process. We expect applications 

to be open in June. 

In the meantime, however, we want to make sure that our families get all the support they 

are entitled to. 

We urge you to check if you are eligible for Universal Credit. You might be surprised. This 

article suggests that a single parent earning under £39,500, or a couple with a combined 

income below £56,400 could be eligible for UC depending on their circumstances. Higher 

earners could also be eligible depending on the number of children they have, housing, 

disability and other factors, so it is certainly worth checking. You can find out more about 

UC, and how to claim, here. Please take a look as soon as possible so that you are ready 

when FSM applications open. If you think you might be eligible for Universal Credit, but 

need help claiming, you can contact Citizens Advice for help by calling 0800 144 8 444. 

Parent Survey—your chance to win a £50 Amazon Voucher 

As part Dorset Councils Childcare Sufficiency Assessment, they are asking parents and   
carers about their childcare needs. This work helps them to better understand the current 
and future demand for childcare across the local area, enabling us to support families 
more effectively.  

The parents survey has a prize draw of 5 x £50 Amazon vouchers - please access the link 
and QR code below, to take part. 

Survey link: Childcare Survey for Dorset Parents and Carers - Dorset Council - Citizen Space

Closing date: Wednesday 17th June 2026 

https://www.housingsystems.co.uk/News/News-Articles/id/194
https://www.housingsystems.co.uk/News/News-Articles/id/194
https://consultation.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/early-years/69b93590/


FROSSIES 

WONDERLAND THE MUSICAL 

Frossie’s, our Parent Teacher Association, continue to make a remarkable difference 

to our School life at St Osmund’s, supporting opportunities that enrich every child’s 

experience. This  year alone, they have generously donated £1,500 towards            

Enrichment Week, helping to provide exciting activities and memorable learning               

experiences.  

 

Their ongoing fundraising efforts are also contributing towards a new school mini 

bus, which will open up even more opportunities for trips and wider learning. 

 

Last year, they ensured every child was given the opportunity to enjoy a special 

Christmas lunch, an act of kindness that meant a great deal to our whole school 

community.  

 

Frossie’s relies on the support of parents and carers, and we would love to see more    

people get involved, whether by helping at events or joining the committee.            

Together, we can continue to build something truly special for our children. 

 

To get involved, please email frossies@stosmunds.wessex.ac  

Please see below for the rehearsal schedule for the first 2 weeks after half term. Scripts will be given 
out to Y6 and Y7 pupils with speaking parts at the first rehearsal! 
 
It would be lovely to see as many 
of the cast as possible for Ossies 
Fest - we will be performing 2 or 3 
songs from the production to whet 
your appetite and show you some 
of the music that the cast has 
learnt so far! 
 
 

Monday 1st June Full Cast 

Thursday 4th June Alice 3 – “All Alone in Wonderland” 

All Cooks – “Pepper for the Soup” 

Friday 5th June OSSIES FEST! 

The cast will be performing 2 songs from 
“Wonderland” between 5pm and 6pm. 

    

Monday 8th June Full Cast 

Thursday 11th June Alice 8 – “Won’t you join the Dance?” 

Mock Turtle – “Lobster Quadrille” 

White Rabbit and Alice 2 – “Oh my Ears 
and Whiskers!” 



OSSIE’S FEST—REQUEST FOR SUPPORT 



OSSIE’S FEST 



OCAG AT OSSIE FEST 



TABLE TENNIS COACHING 



DORCHESTER DYNAMOS 



LEARN A BRASS INSTRUMENT 



PIDDLE FEST 



FAMILY FUN DAY 

 

 

 

music.wessex.ac 

https://music.wessex.ac/wessex-arts-fest-2026.html


VOLUNTEER PARENTING GROUP LEADER 



DORSET YOUTH DANCE 



THORNCOMBE’S LEAF TRAIL 



DOMVS CHILDREN’S WRITING CHALLENGE 



DORCHESTER KITE FESTIVAL 

Please see following page for the kite template 





CASTERBRIDGE CANTER 



T: 01305 262897   www.stosmunds.wessex.ac             /stosmundsschool         

Email addresses for staff can be found on our website under ‘About us/School Staff’  

 


