
 

 

Friday 17th July 2026 

 

Dear Ossie’s Families,  

As we look forward to the start of the summer break, we also reflect on the academic year that’s finished. 
2025-26 has been a stand-out year for St. Osmund’s; Let’s not forget our fantastic SIAMs inspection report 
from January! In addition to all the excellent learning (and attendance, and achievements), our school 
serves to encourage excellent personal development within our students, recognised through more than 
66,000 Achievement Points, Hot Choc Fridays, extra-curricular opportunities (and successes!) and school 
trips. This year, particular highlights include the OCAG Christmas Fayre, Just the 2 of Us, residentials to 
Rockley (Buddens), Mendip (Somerset), Paris (France) and Piancavallo (Italy, Ski Trip). We have also had 
Retreat Days (including Year 7 visiting Salisbury Cathedral), church services, silent discos, geography field 
trips to our local river and coastline, Ossie’s Games (Sports Day) and a bumper-sized Ossie’s Fest!!! We are 
incredibly lucky to have a dedicated staff and Frossie’s team that are willing and wanting to give so much to 
contribute to making these things happen; in return these events provide for our students to deeply        
experience, learn and grow from being at the centre of the action. To everyone leaving us this summer, stu-
dents and a few colleagues, we wish you all the very best in your next steps. Never forget, “Once an Ossie, 
always an Ossie”; boldly go, be brilliant and caring; kindness is your superpower. Thank you for contributing 
to our great school.  

 

Yesterday saw the delayed release of this year’s end of Key Stage 2 (SATs) results. We are incredibly proud 
of our Year 6 students and everyone (staff and parents/carers) that have supported our Ossie’s to these 
outcomes. As a school, our outcomes continue to improve, in 7 of the 8 areas seen below. This is great for 
everyone concerned but most importantly, our Year 6 students. Everyone moving into Year 7 should look 
forward to starting their Key Stage 3 learning journey with great hope and optimism. Our school’s Year 6 
SATs results for this year are: 

 

 

**Denotes an improved school outcome in comparison to 2024-25. 

We are already planning for 2026-27 to be another fantastic year for the school and final preparations are 
being made for new students, families and staff to join us from September. We are particularly excited 
about the school’s next production, Alice in Wonderland, that will be performed in the Thomas Hardye 
School Theatre in March 2027. We look forward to seeing our new Year 5 students on Wednesday 2nd    
September, and the rest of school on Thursday 3rd September. Everyone must wear their smart school    
uniform, including 100% black leather (or leather-looking) footwear on their first day.-25. 

 

Component Achieved Expected Standard or better Achieved Greater Depth Standard 

Maths (M) 79%* (4% above National Average) 28%* 

Reading (R) 73% (2% below National Average) 34%* 

Writing (W) 77%* (4% above National Average) 20%* 

Combined (M,R,W) 63% (in line with National Average) 11%  

Grammar, Punctuation 76%* (2% above National Average) 30%* 



*** POSTCARD SUMMER HOLIDAY CHALLENGE *** 
 

As a Church of England school, at the very core of our purpose is to develop a sense of spirituality in all of 
us. I am setting an open challenge for all Ossie’s this summer break; when have you encountered     
something that’s bigger than yourself? As a reminder, our school’s vision comes from the New             
Testament, from Thessalonians 5:11, “So speak encouraging words to one another. Build up hope so you’ll 
all be together in this. No one left out, no one left behind”. As we all know, our school values are hope,          
community, respect and love. The challenge is easy; wherever you are during the summer break, at 
home or away somewhere, please send me a postcard of where/when you encounter a spiritual        
moment (feeling that something is bigger than yourself). You can use the address on our school website. 
For example:  

“This was a spiritual moment because...” or something like  

“We did… and (the experience) felt bigger than ourselves because…”, 

 

As this academic year closes, we finish by giving thanks for your support throughout this year; together 
we have achieved and enjoyed so much. I wish you and your loved ones a wonderful summer break,  
however you decide to enjoy it. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Mr Gareth Biddle 

Head of School 

OSSIE’S OPPORTUNITIES 

THERE ARE NO CLUBS DURING THE FIRST WEEK OF TERM. 

OUT OF HOURS WILL CONTINUE TO RUN AS USUAL. 

STUDENT COMPUTER PASSWORDS 

Please remind children to make a note of their passwords for the computers / emails for 

next year. This makes the start of September much easier during lessons where the      

computers are used. Thank you. 



Tuesday 1st September—INSET Day 

Wednesday 2nd September— BACK TO SCHOOL—YEAR 5 ONLY 

Thursday 3rd September—All Years Return 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

OVERDUE LIBRARY BOOKS 

Ossies Needs You! 

The problem: every year our Ossies school library loses a large number of books that are 
borrowed but never returned. Unfortunately, we lose more books than we have the  
budget to replace, which sadly means fewer books for the children to choose from. 

What you can do to help: students with overdue school library loans will be bringing 
home letters this week and next with details of the book/s they have borrowed. Please 
check if your child has a letter, and support them in finding the books and returning them 
to the library before the end of term. 

Thank you, 

Mrs. Mallinson 

SCHOOL TRANSPORT SMARTCARDS 

Parents and Carers - Please check your child’s school transport smartcard 

If your child’s smartcard is due to expire at the end of the academic year or in July, please 
check whether this is correct. 

•  
If the expiry date looks incorrect, contact Dorset Travel so we can investigate and   
ensure your child is included on the new smartcard list where appropriate. 

•  
If your child’s smartcard still has a valid expiry date, please keep it safe and do not 
destroy it. 

•  
Please note: some smartcards will end as expected where a child is leaving their   
current school (e.g. Year 11 or school leavers)  You do not need to contact us if the 
expiry date is correct in these cases. 



FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

Families across Dorset are being encouraged to check now whether their children will be 
eligible for free school meals from the September 2026 school term.  This follows changes 
by central government. 

From this autumn, all children whose parent/carer receives any level of Universal Credit 
will be entitled to free school meals, regardless of how much their household earns.  This 
removes the current £7,400 annual income cap and means more children will be able to 
have free school meals. 

Free school meals can save families up to around £495 on school lunches per child per 
year, while also ensuring children receive a healthy, filling meal during the school day. 

To prepare for the change, parents or carers will need to apply or reapply from 1 June 
2026, even if their child already receives free school meals this school year. 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/free-school-meals  

LOCAL FOOD LINKS 

School Meal Price Update – September 2026 
  
We are writing to give advance notice of a small increase to school meal prices 
from September 2026 for the new academic year. 
  
As a not-for-profit organisation, we always strive to keep costs to parents as low as        
possible. However, the continued rise in food, fuel, and staffing costs means this               
adjustment is necessary to ensure we can maintain the high quality of meals we provide 
for your children. 
  
The price of a two-course school meal will be £2.90, and we hope you will still consider this 
to be good value for money. Please note that a few schools may charge slightly more, this 
is a school-based decision. 
  
Some pupils may come under the new eligibility criteria for Free School Meals – to check 
whether this   applies to your child, visit https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/free-school-
meals 

  
Thank you for your continued support and understanding. 

https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=6f62973b67&e=4dedc04bf2
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/free-school-meals
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/free-school-meals


ST OSMUND’S COMMUNITY SPORTS CENTRE 



ST GEORGE’S CHURCH 



SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 



BE A CULTURE QUEST EXPLORER THIS SUMMER 



BEING A PARENT COURSE 



BUTTERFLIES & MOTHS TRAIL 



DYCC YOUTH CAFE 



Young Jurors: A Victorian Courtroom Experience is an immersive, interactive event for 
children aged 10 and over, offering the chance to step into a real Victorian courtroom and 
discover how justice was delivered in the 19th century. 

Participants will begin with a guided tour of the historic cells, learning what life was like for 
prisoners awaiting trial. They will then take part in a live courtroom experience, that will 
cover two short trials which actually took place in Shire Hall during the 19th century. 

This engaging two-hour experience combines history, drama and critical thinking in a  
memorable, screen-free activity that should also be fun! 

The event is directed and produced by Mike Randall, a former headteacher and Ofsted    
inspector, whose extensive historical research and educational experience has shaped the 
event to be both authentic and highly engaging for young people. 

Event details: 

• Wednesday 12th August @1.30pm (about 2 hrs in duration) 

• Suitable for children aged 10+ 
• £8 per child (includes a piece of cake and glass of squash or cordial - in keeping with the 
19th century) 
• Children must be accompanied by a responsible adult throughout the event (maximum 
five children per adult) 
• Adults pay normal museum admission (£10.50, or £9.00 for over 65s) 
• Café open throughout the event for refreshments 
Dress up in Victorian costume is welcome but optional 
Places are limited, so advance booking is highly recommended. 

To book, please email info@shirehalldorset.org, visit the museum or call the office on 
01305 261849. 

Please let us know of any dietary requirements when booking. 

mailto:info@shirehalldorset.org


GIRLS TOUCH RUGBY 



DORCHESTER RAIDERS 



Bookings for the Schools Out! Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme are now open.  Please sign up 
and book early, as spaces fill quickly. 
 
Register online: Holiday activities and food (HAF) programme - Dorset Council 

 
To book activities visit: School's Out! Holiday Activity and Food Programme (HAF) - Holidays, Activities 
and Food 

 
Holiday activities within Schools Out! are also open to fee-paying families, and the majority are accessible 

to children of all abilities.  

SCHOOLS OUT! 

https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=84c5757094&e=4dedc04bf2
https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=6243339b85&e=4dedc04bf2
https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=6243339b85&e=4dedc04bf2


SUMMER ACTIVITY CAMPS 



DORSET TENNIS ACADEMY 



DORCHESTER KITE FESTIVAL 



SUMMER EVENTS 



SUMMER EVENTS 



NATIONAL MARINE WEEK 



KINGCOMBE VISITOR CENTRE 



OAKFEST 

T: 01305 262897   www.stosmunds.wessex.ac             /stosmundsschool         

Email addresses for staff can be found on our website under ‘About us/School Staff’  


