
 

 

Friday 11th September 2026 

 

Dear Ossie’s Families,  

On Wednesday and Thursday, we were delighted to welcome OFSTED into school to        
evaluate all aspects of school life. We had four inspectors in school during these two days 
and it was a real privilege to visit so many classrooms, alongside the Inspectors, at this time 
and observe the excellent start that the children have made to their learning, at the           
beginning of the new school year. It was also a pleasure to observe the children at break and 
lunchtime and the positive manner in which they are socializing. Throughout the two days 
the Inspectors consistently remarked on the positive behaviour, particularly how welcoming 
and polite the children were to visitors in our school. We are very much looking forward to 
sharing the results of the Inspection, towards the end of this half term, when it has been 
formally published.  
 
On Tuesday the children in Year 5 and Year 7 had their photographs taken. You will find     
further details of these in this week’s newsletter. For our children in Year 5 there are several 
significant events during the next couple of weeks. After allowing them time to settle into 
their new school, our children in Year 5 will be assessed to see what their needs are and 
how we can best help them learn and achieve. Next week the children in Year 5 will take                  
assessments in reading and spelling, within their normal English lessons. As part of this    
process the children in Year 5 will also sit Cognitive Ability tests on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday of the following week (Week beginning Monday 21st September). Cognitive 
Ability tests (CAT) have been developed to understand children’s ability and likely academic 
potential. They are also extremely helpful by informing teaching, by understanding the best 
way individual children learn.   
 
On Friday 2nd October the children in Year 5 will take part in a Retreat Day. During this time, 
they will be introduced to what makes St Osmund’s Middle School distinctive, particularly as 
a Church school. Alongside learning about Saint Osmund, they will also participate in a     
session on “Walking through the Bible”, which they will continue in their forthcoming RE  
lessons and additionally create artwork on our school values of Hope, Community, Respect 
and Love. The day will culminate in the children in Year 5 singing the songs they learnt     
during the day to the whole school community, during Collective Worship, at the end of the 
school day. For our children in Years 6,7 and 8 I am sure that it will rekindle many happy 
memories and they will also enjoy singing the songs they previously learnt with ‘ISingPop’, 
when they started at St Osmund’s Middle School.  
 

 



Tuesday 22nd September—Global Languages Day Bake Off 

Friday 2nd October—Year 5 Retreat Day  

Tuesday 6th October—Year 5 Welcome Service  

Wednesday 7th October—Tutor/Parent Consultation Evening (more de-

tails to follow) 

Thursday 8th October—Open Morning for Prospective Parents 

Thursday 15th October—5pm—Open Evening for Prospective Parents 

Friday 16th October—Harvest Collection Worship (more details to follow) 

Wednesday 14th October—Ski Trip Parents Information Evening—5pm 

Tuesday 20th October—Last day of school 

HALF TERM—21st October—30th October 

31st October—Deadline for applying for Upper School (Year 8 Parents) 

Monday 2nd November—BACK TO SCHOOL 

Wednesday 11th November—Flu Vaccinations 

Thursday 19th November—Just The Two Of Us (more details to follow) 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Another date for your diary is the afternoon of Tuesday 6th October when the children in 
Year 5 will be going to St George’s Church, Fordington, for their Welcome Service, in which 
they will look forward to the start of their journey at school over the next four years.  
 
Finally, I would also like to take this opportunity to remind you that many of our               
extra-curricular clubs started this week. I would very much encourage your child to        
participate in these opportunities offered as these clubs are not only invaluable in learning 
and developing new skills and talents, but also in helping to develop new friendships.  
 
I wish you and your family a happy and relaxing weekend. 

 
 
 

Mr S Beet 
Deputy Headteacher 



OSSIE’S OPPORTUNITIES 

If your child would like to attend a club, they do not need to sign up in advance, they can 

just attend on the day (with the exception of gardening club, chess club & concert band).  

  LUNCH  
AFTER SCHOOL   

3.15pm - 4.15pm  

MONDAY  
Zoneball – KS2 – WDA – Sports Centre   
Zoneball – KS3 - WDA – Sports Centre 
KS2 Reading Club – SCA – Room 10      

Wonderland Rehearsals  – All Years – SSH – Music Room – 
see rehearsal schedule in newsletter 

KS2 Football – DKI / SDA / JFO—Field  
Netball – KS3 – ERE & JHA – Top Courts 
Basketball – KS2 – WDA – Sports Hall 

TUESDAY  
Street Soccer – KS2 – WDA – Sports Centre 
Street Soccer – KS3 - WDA – Sports Centre 

KS2 Creative Writing Club – SCA – Room 10        

Wonderland Rehearsals  – All Years – SSH – Music Room - 
see rehearsal schedule in newsletter 

 Football – KS3 – DKI – Field  
Netball – KS2 – WDA –  Top Courts  

  

WEDSNESDAY  

  
Basketball – KS2 – WDA – Sports Centre    
Basketball – KS3 - WDA – Sports Centre 

OCAG – KS3 -HMU – Room 20     

    
Pickleball – All Years – Sign up required   

    

THURSDAY 

GIRLS Street Soccer – KS2 – WDA – Sports Cen-
tre    

GIRLS Street Soccer – KS3 - WDA – Sports Cen-
tre 

KS2 OCAG – SCA – Room 10         

2.45 - 3.15pm - Concert Band—KS3—SSH—Music—INVITE 
ONLY  

Basketball – KS3 – DRO & WDA –  Sports Hall 
Rock & Pop Club – All Years – SSH – Music Room    

  Gardening Club – All Years – Outside room 3 - (sign up with 
Miss Pike first before attending)  
Rugby – KS3 – DKI & GBI – Field 

Chess Club – INVITE ONLY – CMI - Library  

FRIDAY 
Dodgeball – KS2 – WDA – Sports Centre    
Dodgeball – KS3 - WDA – Sports Centre 
KS2 Korean Club – SCA – Room 10         

    
    

Badminton – Year 8 – Sports Centre  
Girls Rugby – KS3 – DKI - Field   

   
    
  



YEAR 5 RETREAT DAY 

Our Year 5 Retreat day will take place on Friday 2nd October. The Retreat day gives our 
new Year 5's the opportunity to get to know our school values and school vision. This day 
will enrich our RE curriculum and pupils will spend time being creative, learning about 
Saint Osmund and more about us as a school. 
This day is onsite and fits into our normal school day timings. Pupils will be off normal 

timetable. Full school uniform should be worn if you normally have PE on a Friday.  

Parents and carers are invited to our Year 5 Welcome    
Service on Tuesday 6th October, 1.30pm, at St George’s 
Church,     Fordington. The service will be approximately 
45 minutes long and is an opportunity for us to welcome 
Year 5 students, and their families, into our school       
community. 
 

YEAR 5 WELCOME SERVICE 

MEDICATION IN SCHOOL 

Any medication (including asthma inhalers) left over from last 

year, that you would still like to use, must have a new form     

completed so that we can administer it. Forms are available from 

the school office. Any medication that does not have a new form 

will be disposed of on 30th September. We have already disposed 

of any medication that was out of date.  

If you are bringing in new medications, they will need to be clearly labelled and in 

the original box. If you have any questions, please contact the school office. 

SCHOOL PHOTOS—YEARS 5—7 

School photographs were taken this week for students 

in Year 5 & 7 and for any students who have not had a 

photograph in Year 6 & 8. You will soon receive a unique 

link from Tempest to order your photos. 

 



HARVEST—FRIDAY 16th OCTOBER 

On Friday 16th October, we would like pupils to bring in food donations for our local Food  
Larder,  Community Share creates community food larders, in our local area, for those 
in need. Food donations can be taken to our small hall, on the morning of Friday 16th    
October. 

PLEASE MAKE SURE THEY HAVE AT LEAST 6 MONTHS LEFT ON THE BEST BEFORE DATE. 
This is an opportunity to celebrate Harvest supporting our local community. 
 
We are asking for: 



NEW ARBOR PARENT APP 

REHEARSAL PLAN FOR WONDERLAND—AUTUMN 1 

Rehearsal plan for “Wonderland” – Autumn 1  
  
Please find below the plan for this half term’s rehearsals – we are really looking 
forward to seeing the cast back together next week!   
Please do check it carefully – we are rehearsing things out of sequence in some 
weeks! Do email me on lmacnair@stosmunds.wessex.ac if you are unsure.   
With the exception of Tuesday 8th September, we are not rehearsing with the 
Y6 and Y7 chorus on Tuesdays – the hope is that this gives the opportunity for 
these Ossies to attend another club on a Tuesday after school, should they 
wish.   
After half term, Monday rehearsals for Wonderland will be suspended, and will 
turn into preparations for the Carol Service at the end of term, so our full cast 
will be required each Monday for these practices – we are very much hoping 
that all the cast will want to participate as part of the choir for this important 
school event. Tuesday afternoons will continue to be small group rehearsals for 
individual characters/ scenes.  

 

Wow! Well done to Ossie’s parents! 94% of 

students have at least one parent who has 

logged into the 

app. We know 

that there are some issues if you are using the 

same email address as a partner. In these cases we 

ask that you contact us to have this amended, ei-

ther by updating us with another email address or       

removing the duplicate email address. 

Please email loginissues@stosmunds.wessex.ac 

 

mailto:lmacnair@stosmunds.wessex.ac


WONDERLAND  - AUTUMN 1 

Monday 7th September  Read through Scenes 1 – 4  Full cast  

Tuesday 8th September  Read through Scenes 5 – 8   Full cast  

      

Monday 14th September    Scene 1  
  
Dinner Party (dance)  

Mum, Dad, Alice 1, White Rabbit  
  
All Playing Cards  

Tuesday 15th September  Scene 7  
  
Dinner Party (dance)  

Alice 7, Mock Turtle, Queen  
  
All Playing Cards  

      

Monday 21st September  Scene 2  
  
Caucus Race (dance)  

Alice 2, White Rabbit, Key, Table  
  
Alice 3, All Animals  

Tuesday 22nd September  NO REHEARSAL  
Staff training session   

  

      

Monday 28th September  Scene 3  
  
Pepper for the Soup (song and 

Alice 3, Animals  
  
Alice 4, All Cooks  

Tuesday 29th September  Pepper for the Soup (song and 
dance)  
  
All Scenes rehearsed so far: Sce-
ne 1, 2, 3 and 7  

Alice 4, All Cooks  
  
  
Mum, Dad, Alice 1, White Rabbit  
Alice 2, White Rabbit, Key, Table  
Alice 3, All Animals  
Alice 7, Mock Turtle, Queen  

      

Monday 5th October  All songs and dances  Full Cast  

Tuesday 6th October  Scene 8  
  

All Alices, White Rabbit, All Playing Cards, King, Queen, 
Mad Hatter, Dormouse, Head Cook, Mum, Dad  

      

Monday 12th October  Scene 4  
  
Mad Hatter’s Tea Party (dance)  

Alice 4, Cooks, Cheshire Cat, Caterpillar, Duchess  
  
Alice 5, Mad Hatter, Dormouse, March Hare, All Y6 and 
Y7 Chorus  

Tuesday 13th October  Scene 5  
  
  
Falling (movement)  

Alice 5, Cheshire Cat, Mad Hatter, March Hare, Dor-
mouse  
  
Alice 1, White Rabbit  

      

Monday 19th October  Mad Hatter’s Tea Party (dance)  
  
  
All Alone in Wonderland 

Alice 5, Mad Hatter, Dormouse, March Hare, All Y6 and 
Y7 Chorus  
  
Alice 3  

Tuesday 20th October  Oh, my ears and whiskers! Alice 2, White Rabbit  



GLOBAL LANGUAGES BAKE-OFF COMPETITION 



FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

Families across Dorset are being encouraged to check 

whether their children are eligible for free school meals 

from the September 2026 school term. This follows 

changes by central government. 

From this autumn, all children whose parent/carer receives any level of Universal Credit 

will be entitled to free school meals, regardless of how much their household earns.  This 

removes the current £7,400 annual income cap and means more children will be able to 

have free school meals. 

Free school meals can save families up to around £495 on school lunches per child per 

year, while also ensuring children receive a healthy, filling meal during the school day. 

Click here to apply for free school meals from September 2026  

To prepare for the change, parents or carers are able to apply or reapply, even if their child 

already receives free school meals this school year. 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/free-school-meals  

CULTURAL HERITAGE—GLOBAL LANGUAGES DAY 

https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=6f62973b67&e=4dedc04bf2
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/free-school-meals


OSSIES OPEN DAYS 



FAMILY HELP ADVICE SESSIONS 



ST GEORGE’S CHURCH 



ST GEORGE’S CHURCH 



ADULT COMMUNITY EDUCATION 



ADVENTURE AT PORTLAND BILL 



DYCC YOUTH CLUB 



DORCHESTER RUGBY CLUB 



DOMVS CHILDREN’S WRITING COMPETITION 

T: 01305 262897   www.stosmunds.wessex.ac             /stosmundsschool         

Email addresses for staff can be found on our website under ‘About us/School Staff’  


