
 

 

Friday 18th September 2026 

 

Dear Ossie’s Families,  

After all the excitement of Ofsted last week it has been back to business as usual for both staff and students 
this week. However, it seems nothing slows down at Ossie’s as I am  quickly finding out. I just wanted to 
introduce myself as the newest member of the senior leadership team and new SENCO of the school. Going 
from a small village school to one the size of this school has been an adjustment for me, but I have been 
impressed with the friendliness and politeness of all students and how engaged they have been in every 
aspect of school life. As the year progresses, I hope I will have the chance to meet and chat to you all and 
get to know the parents of St Osmund’s. 
 
For Year 5, this week, the children have continued to learn what it takes to be an Ossie, working hard on 
their new topics across the curriculum and learning our behaviours and routines, which involved their first 
fire alarm drill. I can safely say they all did brilliantly as we knew they would. They have also been involved 
in reading, spelling and maths assessments that will allow us to further support them over the coming year 
and next week they will complete Cognitive Ability tests (CATs) which will inform our teaching further. 
 
Year 6 have continued to impress teachers as they enter this all important SATS year, especially in the core 
subjects but also in those wider curriculum areas. I have had the  pleasure of coming into classes to find out 
about the children’s learning. There has been some wonderful writing, drawing and experiments going on 
with children fully engaged. 
 
For our Year 7s and 8s, it has been about getting back to the normalcy of school and setting examples for 
our younger students. They have not disappointed here either. Again, going into lessons and seeing these 
young people engaged in their learning but also happy to stop and talk to you about it and share stories in 
the lunch hall about their day, shows maturity, especially for Year 8 as they start their final year with us. 
 
School clubs are in full swing with different sports happening both at lunchtime and afterschool, along with 
other more sedate pastimes and I want to give a shout out to the students all practising Alice and           
Wonderland. It has been a joy to hear them from my office this week. Projection is not going to be a     
problem when the show opens later in the school year. 
 
So as the weather starts to turn and autumn creeps up on us, I wish you all a 
good weekend as you spend time as a family or stand on a touchline as I do 
every weekend and we will see you fresh and ready for another week. 
 

 

 

Mr Copping 

Assistant Head Teacher—SENDCo 



Tuesday 22nd September—Global Languages Day Bake Off 

Friday 2nd October—Year 5 Retreat Day  

Tuesday 6th October—Year 5 Welcome Service  

Wednesday 7th October—Tutor/Parent Consultation Evening (more     

details to follow) 

Thursday 8th October—Open Morning for Prospective Parents 

Thursday 15th October—5pm—Open Evening for Prospective Parents 

Friday 16th October—Harvest Collection Worship (more details to follow) 

Wednesday 14th October— Year 8 Ski Trip Parents Information Evening—5pm 

Tuesday 20th October—Last day of school 

HALF TERM—21st October—30th October 

31st October—Deadline for applying for Upper School (Year 8 Parents) 

Monday 2nd November—BACK TO SCHOOL 

Wednesday 11th November—Flu Vaccinations 

Thursday 19th November—Just The Two Of Us (more details to follow) 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

SCHOOL STREET 

 

Our School Street is to help keep our children safer on their arrival to and exit 
from school.  It enables our Ossie's to disperse into smaller groups whilst walking 
home. Parents and carers, please work with us and remind our children that 
whilst the street is closed to the majority of our parents, there will be a few      
parents/carers, school transport and local residents that gain access past the   
barrier during the periods of school street closure.  We must all be alert to these 
road-users. We would also like to remind parents/carers that our disabled spaces 
at the rear of the school are for those dropping-off or meeting students who have 
a school access pass.  



OSSIE’S OPPORTUNITIES 

If your child would like to attend a club, they do not need to sign up in advance, they can 

just attend on the day (with the exception of gardening club & concert band).  

  LUNCH  
AFTER SCHOOL   

3.15pm - 4.15pm  

MONDAY  
Zoneball – KS2 – WDA – Sports Centre   
Zoneball – KS3 - WDA – Sports Centre 
KS2 Reading Club – SCA – Room 10      

Wonderland Rehearsals  – Y6 - Y8 – SSH – Music Room – see 
rehearsal schedule in newsletter 

KS2 Football – DKI / SDA / JFO—Field  
Netball – KS3 – ERE & JHA – Top Courts 
Basketball – KS2 – WDA – Sports Hall 

TUESDAY  
Street Soccer – KS2 – WDA – Sports Centre 
Street Soccer – KS3 - WDA – Sports Centre 

KS2 Creative Writing Club – SCA – Room 10        

All clubs cancelled due to staff training 
  

WEDSNESDAY
  

  
Basketball – KS2 – WDA – Sports Centre    
Basketball – KS3 - WDA – Sports Centre 

OCAG – KS3 -HMU – Room 20     

    
Pickleball – All Years – Sign up required   

    

THURSDAY 

GIRLS Street Soccer – KS2 – WDA – Sports Cen-
tre    

GIRLS Street Soccer – KS3 - WDA – Sports Cen-
tre 

KS2 OCAG – SCA – Room 10         

2.45 - 3.15pm - Concert Band—KS3—SSH—Music—INVITE 
ONLY  

Basketball – KS3 – DRO & WDA –  Sports Hall 
Rock & Pop Club – All Years – SSH – Music Room    

  Gardening Club – All Years – Outside room 3 - (sign up with 
Miss Pike first before attending)  
Rugby – KS3 – DKI & GBI – Field 

Chess Club – CMI - Library  

FRIDAY 

Dodgeball – KS2 – WDA – Sports Centre    
Dodgeball – KS3 - WDA – Sports Centre 

KS2 Korean Club – SCA – Room 10     
Comic Club – KS2 – SPA – Textiles Room     

    
    

Badminton – Year 8 – Sports Centre  
Girls Rugby – KS3 – DKI - Field   

   
    
  



YEAR 5 RETREAT DAY 

Our Year 5 Retreat Day will take place on Friday 2nd October. The Retreat Day gives 
our new Year 5s the opportunity to get to know our school values and school vision. 
This day will enrich our RE curriculum and pupils will spend time being creative, 
learning about Saint Osmund and more about us as a school. 
This day is onsite and fits into our normal school day timings. Pupils will be off      

normal timetable. Full school uniform should be worn if you normally have PE on a   

Friday.  

Parents and carers are invited to our Year 5 Welcome      
Service on Tuesday 6th October, 1.30pm, at St George’s 
Church, Fordington. The service will be approximately     45 
minutes long and is an opportunity for us to welcome Year 
5 students, and their families, into our school community. 

YEAR 5 WELCOME SERVICE 

MEDICATION IN SCHOOL 

Any medication (including asthma inhalers) left over from last 

year, that you would still like to use, must have a new form     

completed so that we can administer it. Forms are available from 

the school office. Any medication that does not have a new form 

will be disposed of on 30th September. We have already disposed 

of any medication that was out of date.  

If you are bringing in new medications, they will need to be clearly labelled and in 

the original box. If you have any questions, please contact the school office. 

SCHOOL PHOTOS—YEARS 5—7 

School photographs were taken last week for students in 

Year 5 & 7 and for any students who have not had a        

photograph in Year 6 & 8. You can order through the 

Tempest website using your unique link or visit www.tempest-orders.co.uk  

If you need any assistance in ordering your photos, feel free to contact Tempest on 

01736 751555. 

http://www.tempest-orders.co.uk


HARVEST—FRIDAY 16th OCTOBER 

On Friday 16th October, we would like pupils to bring in food donations for our local Food  
Larder.  Community Share creates community food larders, in our local area, for those 
in need. Food donations can be taken to our small hall, on the morning of Friday 16th    
October. 

PLEASE MAKE SURE THEY HAVE AT LEAST 6 MONTHS LEFT ON THE BEST BEFORE DATE. 
This is an opportunity to celebrate Harvest supporting our local community. 
 
We are asking for: 



FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

Families across Dorset are being encouraged to check 

whether their children are eligible for free school meals 

from the September 2026 school term. This follows 

changes by central government. 

From this autumn, all children whose parent/carer receives any level of Universal Credit 

will be entitled to free school meals, regardless of how much their household earns.  This 

removes the current £7,400 annual income cap and means more children will be able to 

have free school meals. 

Free school meals can save families up to around £495 on school lunches per child per 

year, while also ensuring children receive a healthy, filling meal during the school day. 

Click here to apply for free school meals from September 2026  

To prepare for the change, parents or carers are able to apply or reapply, even if their child 

already receives free school meals this school year. 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/free-school-meals  

https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=6f62973b67&e=4dedc04bf2
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/free-school-meals


head@stosmunds.wessex.ac 

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/school-staff-award-england 

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 

REHEARSAL PLAN FOR WONDERLAND—AUTUMN 1 

Rehearsal plan for “Wonderland” – Autumn 1  
  
Please find below the plan for this half term’s rehearsals. 
Please do check it carefully – we are rehearsing things out of sequence in some 
weeks! Do email me on lmacnair@stosmunds.wessex.ac if you are unsure.   
With the exception of Tuesday 8th September, we are not rehearsing with the 
Y6 and Y7 chorus on Tuesdays – the hope is that this gives the opportunity for 
these Ossies to attend another club on a Tuesday after school, should they 
wish.   
After half term, Monday rehearsals for Wonderland will be suspended, and will 
turn into preparations for the Carol Service at the end of term, so our full cast 
will be required each Monday for these practices – we are very much hoping 
that all the cast will want to participate as part of the choir for this important 
school event. Tuesday afternoons will continue to be small group rehearsals for 
individual characters/ scenes.  

mailto:head@stosmunds.wessex.ac?subject=Anti-Bullying%20Week%202026
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/school-staff-award-england
mailto:lmacnair@stosmunds.wessex.ac


WONDERLAND  - AUTUMN 1 

Monday 7th September  Read through Scenes 1 – 4  Full cast  

Tuesday 8th September  Read through Scenes 5 – 8   Full cast  

      

Monday 14th September    Scene 1  
  
Dinner Party (dance)  

Mum, Dad, Alice 1, White Rabbit  
  
All Playing Cards  

Tuesday 15th September  Scene 7  
  
Dinner Party (dance)  

Alice 7, Mock Turtle, Queen  
  
All Playing Cards  

      

Monday 21st September  Scene 2  
  
Caucus Race (dance)  

Alice 2, White Rabbit, Key, Table  
  
Alice 3, All Animals  

Tuesday 22nd September  NO REHEARSAL  
Staff training session   

  

      

Monday 28th September  Scene 3  
  
Pepper for the Soup (song and 

Alice 3, Animals  
  
Alice 4, All Cooks  

Tuesday 29th September  Pepper for the Soup (song and 
dance)  
  
All Scenes rehearsed so far: Sce-
ne 1, 2, 3 and 7  

Alice 4, All Cooks  
  
  
Mum, Dad, Alice 1, White Rabbit  
Alice 2, White Rabbit, Key, Table  
Alice 3, All Animals  
Alice 7, Mock Turtle, Queen  

      

Monday 5th October  All songs and dances  Full Cast  

Tuesday 6th October  Scene 8  
  

All Alices, White Rabbit, All Playing Cards, King, Queen, 
Mad Hatter, Dormouse, Head Cook, Mum, Dad  

      

Monday 12th October  Scene 4  
  
Mad Hatter’s Tea Party (dance)  

Alice 4, Cooks, Cheshire Cat, Caterpillar, Duchess  
  
Alice 5, Mad Hatter, Dormouse, March Hare, All Y6 and 
Y7 Chorus  

Tuesday 13th October  Scene 5  
  
  
Falling (movement)  

Alice 5, Cheshire Cat, Mad Hatter, March Hare, Dor-
mouse  
  
Alice 1, White Rabbit  

      

Monday 19th October  Mad Hatter’s Tea Party (dance)  
  
  
All Alone in Wonderland 

Alice 5, Mad Hatter, Dormouse, March Hare, All Y6 and 
Y7 Chorus  
  
Alice 3  

Tuesday 20th October  Oh, my ears and whiskers! Alice 2, White Rabbit  



GLOBAL LANGUAGES BAKE-OFF COMPETITION 



CULTURAL HERITAGE—GLOBAL LANGUAGES DAY 

LOST PROPERTY 

 

We currently have a surplus of lost property.  Whilst 

this is routinely sorted and re-distributed back to your 

child, we ask that you help us by ensuring all of your 

child’s school uniform items are fully named so that it 

can be returned to them quickly. 

 

 



OSSIES OPEN DAYS 



FAMILY HELP ADVICE SESSIONS 



ST GEORGE’S CHURCH 



ST GEORGE’S CHURCH 



DORCHESTER YOUNG MUSICIAN FESTIVAL 



YOUTH MUSIC WESSEX 



YOUTH MUSIC WESSEX CIC 



ADULT COMMUNITY EDUCATION 



WESSEX RECORDERS 



FUNDAMENTAL INSTRUMENTAL 



MAIDEN NEWTON GIRLS 

T: 01305 262897   www.stosmunds.wessex.ac             /stosmundsschool         

Email addresses for staff can be found on our website under ‘About us/School Staff’  


